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The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4897) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to surrender and 
convey to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts certain rights of access 
in and to Chelsea Street, in the city of Boston, and for other purposes, 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend- 
ment, and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
surrender and convey to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts certain 
rights of access in and to Chelsea Street in the city of Boston, in ex- 
change for substitute access facilities to be provided. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting through the Mystic 
River Bridge Authority, has recently constructed an elevated auto- 
mobile highway, known as Mystic River Bridge, on Chelsea Street in 
Charlestown adjacent to the boundary of the Boston Naval Shipyard. 
The Commonwealth now proposes to build an extension of this strue- 
ture to cross the Charles River into Boston. By this extension of the 
elevated structure the present entrance to the second floor of the exist- 
ing garage building known as Building 204, Boston Naval Shipyard, 
will be made unusable. To compensate the shipyard, the Common- 
wealth, acting through the bridge authority, has proposed to deed to 
the United States a parcel of land containing approximately 7,100 
square feet contiguous to the garage site, upon which substitute facili- 
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ties are to be constructed to provide access to Henley Street. The 
Commonwealth proposes to reimburse the United States for the cost 
of making necessary changes to the garage building and constructing 
a new ramp to the second floor thereof. 

The Commonwealth has submitted to the Navy Department its 
deed covering the site on which it proposes to construct substitute 
facilities. This deed contains a reservation permitting the bridge 
authority to enter upon the land conveyed, to construct and maintain 
two footings for the support of the superstructure of the bridge in 
the immediate vicinity. This reservation is not objectionable from the 
Navy Department’s point of view because the footings to be. con- 
structed will not in any way interfere with the use of the land for 
the construction and maintenance of the access facilities to be provided. 

The substitute facilities to be provided by the Commonwealth 
will not only adequately compensate for the rights to be relinquished 
by the Government but the proposed exchange of property rights 
will be in the public interest because of the improved transportation 
facilities that are to be made available in the area of the naval shipyard. 


BUDGET DATA; DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 


This bill would not involve the expenditure of any Federal funds. 

The bill has been coordinated among the departments and boards 
in the Department of Defense in accordance with procedttre prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense, and the Bureau of the Budget interposes 
no objection, as is evidenced by the letter of the Judge Advocate 
General of the Navy, which is hereto attached and made a part of 
this report. 

The amendments requested by the Navy Department were incorpo- 
rated in the House action. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
OFFICE OF THE JuDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
Washington 25, D. C., October 24, 1951. 
Hon. Cart VINSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN: Your request for comment on H. R. 4897 to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to surrender and convey to the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts certain rights of access in and to Chelsea Street in the city of 
Boston, and for other purposes, has been assigned to the Department of the 
Navy by the Secretary of Defense for the preparation of a report thereon express- 
ing the views of the Department of Defense. 

The purpose of H, R. 4897 is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to surrender 
and convey to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, without cost to the Com- 
monwealth except as hereinafter set forth, all right of access in and to Chelsea 
Street in the city of Boston, Charlestown district, Massachusetts, which the 
United States may have or possess by virtue of its ownership of an abutting parcel 
of land on which the building known as Boston Naval Shipyard Garage Building 
204 is located. This conveyance would not be made, however, until (1) the 
Mystic River Bridge Authority shall have conveyed to the United States, without 
cost to the United States and subject only to such reservations as the Secretary 
of the Navy may approve, a parcel of land contiguous to and on the west side of 
said Garage Building 204 and containing approximately 7,103 square feet; (2) sub- 
stitute facilities shall have been provided by the United States through the 
Secretary of the Navy to furnish access to Henley Street in said city of Boston; 
and (3) the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall have paid the United States 
the cost of such substitute facilities, including the cost of constructing a ramp 
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to the second-floor level of said Garage Building 204 and of any alterations to 
said garage building necessary in connection therewith. 

This conveyance would permit the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to extend 
the construction of an elevated highway across the Charles River into the city 
of Boston, which construction would make unusable the present second-floor 
entrance to Garage Building 204. It is considered, however, that the substitute 
facilities to be provided will not only adequately compensate for the rights to 
be relinquished by the Government but that the proposed exchange of property 
rights will be in the public interest because of the improved transportation facilities 
that are to be made available in the area of the naval shipyard. 

In the interest of clarity, however, it is recommended that the bill be amended 
as foHows: 

(a) Page 1, line 4, after the word “‘Massachusetts”’ insert a comma. 

(b) Page 1, line 5, after the word ‘‘cost’’ add ‘‘to the Commonwealth except as 
hereinafter provided,’’. 

(c) Page 2, line 5, after the word ‘‘America”’ insert a comma, 

(d) Page 2, line 5, after the word “‘cost”’ add ‘‘to the United States”’. 

Subject to the amendments recommended herein, the Department of the Navy, 
on behalf of the Department of Defense, favors enactment of H. R. 4897. 

This report has been coordinated within the Department of Defense in accord- 
ance with the procedures prescribed by the Secretary cf Defense. 

The Navy Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that 
there is no objection to the submission of this report to the Congress. 

For the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sincerely yours, 
G. L. Russet, 
Rear Admiral, United States Navy, 
Judge Advocate General of the Navy, 





